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Madam Chair, 
 

We thank the Secretary General for his reports on Agenda Items 106 and 107 on Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice and International Drug Control. We also thank the Executive 
Director of UNODC for his informative statement today. 
 

The World Drug Report 2016 estimated that despite all progress made in combating drug 
problem, 1 in 20 adults, or a quarter of a billion people between the ages of 15 and 64 years, used 
at least one drug in 2014. In addition, 29 million continue to suffer from drug use disorders and 
millions from HIV. These are sizeable proportions of the world population. 

 
The report has highlighted a strong link between poverty and several aspects of the drug 

problem. 
 
The Political Declaration and Plan of Action on the World Drug Problem adopted at the 

UNGASS in April this year was a landmark development in global drug policy with concrete 
operational recommendations based on the principle of common and differentiated 
responsibilities and public health approach. 

 
The outcome has reaffirmed the centrality of the three Drug Conventions and reaffirmed 

that they provide for sufficient flexibility to incorporate the “human face” of the drug problem.   
 
The objective is to promote long-term, sustainable development-oriented and balanced 

drug control policies and programmes. 
 
 
 



Madam Chair, 
 

The Government of India accords high priority to combating the drug problem with 
concrete policy directions. We strongly support the Paris pact initiative of UNODC. We have 
several MOUs related to drug problem with our neighbors. 

 
The Prime Minister has put forth a three-point initiative to curb the drug menace, 

comprising better health and rehabilitation services, greater awareness in schools and colleges, 
and stringent enforcement of measures against narcotics trafficking. 
 

Entire world is grappling with the emergence of NPS and India is no exception. We have 
put in place a Committee and an online monitoring system to confront the challenge legally.  
 

A concerted, integrated, holistic and comprehensive international action is required to 
address the challenge of detecting and identifying, sophistication, diversification and scale of 
illicit manufacturing operations, new psychoactive substances, stimulants and precursors. 

 
This will require capacity building and technical assistance, particularly for developing 

countries. It is important to control them in a manner which limits their diversion and abuse, but 
not affect their legitimate use, particularly for medication. 
 

As supplier of opiate raw material to the world and cultivator of legit opium for centuries, 
India has discharged its responsibilities commensurate with the principles of the three 
Conventions, including the “principle of balance”. 
 
Madam Chair, 
 

Terrorism has emerged as the most serious scourge of our times and the biggest 
violation of human rights. Terrorism knows no borders and terrorists continue to strike cities and 
innocent civilians across continents with impunity.  
 

Terrorism in all its forms and manifestations must be condemned and dealt with in 
strongest terms. India has a zero-tolerance policy against terrorism, and towards all those who 
aid and abet terrorist acts and provide safe havens to its perpetrators. 
 

In her message at the General Debate to the United Nations and international 
community, our Foreign Minister had stated that quote “ we need to forget our prejudices and 
join hands together to script an effective strategy against terror” Unquote . 
 
Madam Chair, 
 

Transnational Organized Crime continues to threaten the rule of law and is an 
impediment to the realization of the vision of 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and to 
live in peaceful and inclusive societies.  
 



Effective and strengthened crime prevention and criminal justice systems are the 
cornerstone for establishing rule of law and are essential for peace, progress, prosperity and 
sustainable development of nations. 

 
With an independent and impartial judiciary, India firmly believes in the principle of rule 

of law, which is the bedrock for survival of democratic processes and institutions. India is a party 
to major UN Conventions related to crime, trafficking and corruption and anti-money laundering 
and corruption. We have bilateral agreements with a number of countries in this important area 
of concern. 

 
The growing scale of trafficking in persons worldwide is a matter of grave concern. We 

are committed to the full implementation of  the 2010 Global Plan of Action for Human 
trafficking. 
 

With the rapid growth in information technology cybercrime is an emerging challenge. 
There is an urgent need for international community to deal with the perpetrators of cybercrime 
more effectively and evolve new options to deal with this daunting challenge. 
 

Global community must also unite to prevent crimes against cultural heritage and 
national monuments arising from perverse thinking of fundamentalists. 
 
Madam Chair, 

 
Drug trafficking and money-laundering to finance other criminal activities and terrorism 

remains among the most serious challenges that the world faces today. India is a signatory to 
various UN Conventions on anti-money laundering and countering financing of terrorism and is 
a member of the Financial Action Task Force.  

 
We are fully committed to working closely with all Member States, the UN and UNODC- 

a key partner, to achieve the common goal of a world free of illicit drugs and the malaise of 
narco-terrorism and organized crime. 
 
I thank you. 
……. 
 


